
RusskyMir
Informing Ideology of the Russian Government 

Apparatus: Concept, Origins and Influence

What is Russky
Mir? 



Russky versus
Rossiisky

ROSSIISKY (РОССИЙСКИЙ) 

§ (def) related to the Russian state 

§ Российский флаг = Russian Flag

§ Российский паспорт = Russian Passport

§ Российское государство = Russian State

RUSSKY (РУССКИЙ)

§ (def) related to Russian (Slavic) ethnicity

§ Русский язык – Russian Language

§ Русская культура – Russian Culture

§ Русский народ – the Russian People

Святая Русь – lit. Holy Rus, also known as Ancient Rus, or Kyivskaya Rus 
(named so after Kyiv, the capitol) 

• Orthodox Christianity established as the state religion by Knyaz
Vladimir Svyatoslavovich through infamous mass baptisations and
subsequent repressions of Slavic paganism. 
(~988-991AD)

Holy Rus is ruled by the head of Russian State (Putin) with the spiritual 
support of the Moscow Orthodox Patriarchy. 



Mystic Russian Soul – nationalist 19th century literary concept 
developed by Vissarion Bellinsky inspired by Nikolai Gogol’s 
“Dead Souls”; a concept suggesting that Russians are unique and 
pure due to their heritage – qualities that are not shared by any 
other culture, ethnicity or nationality.

Similar: Russian Exceptionalism

Used by Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy and other Russian Writers of the 19th

and 20th century, popularizing this myth overseas through their 
works. 

Establishment of
Russky Mir as State 

ideology

§ Vladislav Surkov – ex-presidential advisor, political 
scientist, author of the Единая Россия (United Russia 
Party) single-party control system. 

§ Russky Mir: 
- where people speak and think in Russian, 
- where they say that they respect Russian culture, 
- where our scientists, our writers, our art are respected,
- where Putin is respected, 

§ and where Russian weapons are feared

Notable figures: Pyotr Shedrovitsky, 
Sergei Gradirovsky, Yefim Ostrovsky, 

Vladislav Surkov, Alexandr Dugin, 
and others



“Where people are afraid of Russian 
weapons, this is also the Russky Mir. That is 
our influence. - this is all Russky Mir. I think 

these are elements of the Russky Mir 
everywhere. This is our influence. Not every 

nation has such influence.” 
-Vladislav Surkov, 2021

"Let’s dare to assert: the more individual citizens of 
other states need Russia, the more stable Russia's 

position is in the world. The emerging Russian 
statehood can and should seek the foundations of its 

stability and necessity within RusskyMir, inthe policy of 
constructivedevelopment of its global networks."

-PyotrShedrovitsky, “RusskyMirandtheTransnational 
Russian”, 2000



Svoboda Alliance AU & NZ released a 
documentary film “Three Hectares of 
ZVO in the land of Kangaroo” about the 
activities of the Russian diplomats in 
Australia. It is freely available with 
English subtitles on our YouTube 
channel. 

Youtube: Svoboda Alliance AUNZ

ZVO = ZЛО (zlo) – Evil (noun)

#WeDontAbandonOurOwn

Z made from a St. George
ribbon* on a billboard in 
Ukraine after the invasion

*(Russian nationalist symbol 
that initially appeared in The 
Great Patriotic War discourse, 
now a consistent part of pro-
P ti da)

What are 
CCC’s?

§ Coordinated Councils of Compatriots - councils formed 
from heads of organisations and initiatives within 
Russian communities abroad, which are self-described 
to promote and support Russian language and culture 
within their broader communities

§ Compatriots – Russian nationals and their descendants 
living outside the territory of the Russian Federation and 
relating, as a rule, to peoples historically residing on the 
territory of the Russian Federation, as well as those who 
have made a free choice in favor of spiritual, cultural and 
legal ties with the Russian Federation

§ Only the head or director of the organization or initiative 
may apply for membership



Russky Mir Foundation • Headed by Vyacheslav 
Nikonov, Dean of History 
and Political Science at the 
International University in 
Moscow and founder of the 
Polity Foundation.

• Established in 2007 by
decree of Vladimir Putin

• Funded from public and 
private sources, including 
the State Budget



World Congress 
of Russian 

Compatriots

§ World Coordinating Council of Compatriots established 
the the II World Congress of Compatriots (St. 
Petersburg, 2006)

§ I World Congress of Compatriots (2001) –
representatives from 47 foreign countries

§ VI World Congress of Compatriots (2018) –
representatives from 98 countries

§ VII World Congress of Compatriots (2021) –
representatives from 102 countries 

§ Chairman – Sergei Lavrov (Minister of Foreign Affairs), 
participants greeted by Vladimir Putin, Margarita
Simonyan, Patriarch Kirill of all Russia, Valentina 
Matvienko and others



Support the conception of humanitarian policy of the 
Russian Federation abroad, as established by the 
Order of the President of the Russian Federation from 
5th of September 2022 #611, actively contribute to its 
implementation

Participants of the conference support the will of
compatriots from Donetsk Republic of People 
(DRP), Lughansk Republic of People (LRP), 
Zaporizhie and Kherson regions to self-
identification

Participants of the conference express consent to 
actions for protection of Russian sovereignty

Russian Language School 
“Yabloko” organizing a talk with 
Ambassador of RF for children

Perth, Australia, 5th April, 2022



“Ideology—that is what gives evildoing its long-sought 
justification and gives the evildoer the necessary 
steadfastness and determination…. “

- Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, GULAG Archipelago 1918-1956. 

Thank you for your attention


