
Marine plastic pollution is a major environmental 
problem transcending sovereign borders. 
Combatting plastic litter is a key priority for the 
Nordic governments. Denmark, Finland, Norway, 
and Sweden seek to deepen the dialogue on plastic 
pollution with Australia. Actions to address the 
problem must be taken nationally, regionally, and 
globally. The recently published Australian National 
Plastics Plan is a welcome addition to these efforts. 
The Nordic governments have called for a global 
agreement combatting marine plastic litter and 
commissioned a report on “Possible elements of a 
new global agreement to prevent plastic pollution”. 
Dr Karen Raubenheimer will be the keynote speaker 
and a panel of experts will discuss the benefits of 
such a global agreement and what it could look like.
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Why we need a global agreement to 
combat marine plastic litter and what it 

NORDIC AND AUSTRALIAN PERSPECTIVES 

Dr Karen Raubenheimer is 
a lecturer at the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean 
Resources and Security 
(ANCORS), University of 
Wollongong, Australia. She was 
the lead author of the 2017 

UNEP report, assessing the effectiveness of relevant 
international, regional and subregional governance 
strategies presented at the third meeting of the UN 
Environment Assembly (UNEA-3). Karen has led a 
number of studies on the topic for UNEP and is the 
lead author of the 2020 report commissioned by the 
Nordic Council of Ministers for the Environment and 
Climate Change, titled “Possible elements of a new 
global agreement to prevent plastic pollution” (www. 
nordicreport2020.com). 

could look like 

This event forms part of the Jean 
Monnet project, Implementing Climate 
Policies (2020 – 2022), delivered by the 
ANU Centre for European Studies with 
the support of the Erasmus+ Programme 
of the European Union.

Details 
Tuesday 20 April 
5:30 – 7:30pm 
RSSS Building, 146 Ellery Cres
Level 1, Auditorium

Networking reception to follow in the 
Foyer

Contact 
Anne McNaughton 
T — 02 612 56778 
E — anne.mcnaughton@anu.edu.au  
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