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Elections in European countries have confirmed a surge in support for populist parties.
Over the last five years voters across the European Union have demonstrated their
increased preferences for populist parties in their countries: Poland, Hungary, Italy, the
Czech Republic, the United Kingdom, and Austria among some of the most discussed
cases. Political programs from populist parties seem to share similarities: anti-
immigration statements, stronger border security proposals, corruption fighting plans or
nationalist economic policies. As populist parties have been gaining in the polls, older
parties on the left and the right of the political spectrum have been losing votes.

This seminar will present data on European Union member states and corresponding
levels of populist voters. Who are the populist voters in Europe? Where are they
located the most geographically? Are they from the left as much as from the right of
the political ideological spectrum? Which European parties lost the most voters to new
populist movements? Empirical data from Europe in 2018 will provide answers to these
questions and present the big picture about ideological positions and populism on

the continent. The seminar will conclude with a dialogue between Associate Professor
Francesca Vassallo and Professor Daniele Caramani.

Program:

9.30-10.00 Registration

10.00-11.00 Presentation

11.00-11.30 Coffee break

11.30-12.30 Q&A and debate with Dr Daniele Caramani
12.30-13.30 Networking lunch

Associate Professor Francesca Vassallo’s publications have
focused on comparative political behavior, protest activism,
French politics, European public opinion, and US-EU relations.
In addition to publications like peer-reviewed journal articles

and book chapters, she has served as a guest editor for special
issues of German Politics and Society (2013) and PS: Political Science and Politics (2018). Her
book France, Social Capital and Political Activism (Palgrave) was published in 2010. She is currently

investigating measures of populism in democratic systems, with a particular focus on Europe.

Professor Daniele Caramani, from the University of Zurich, is the author of Elections in Western
Europe since 1815: Electoral Results by Constituencies (Palgrave 2000), The Nationalization

of Politics (Cambridge University Press 2004) and The Europeanization of Politics (Cambridge
University Press 2015). He is Director of the Doctoral Programme “Democracy Studies” and Co-
Director of the Constituency-Level Elections Archive.

The ANU Centre for European Studies (ANUCES) is the oldest research centre in Australia
focused on the study of Europe and the European Union. It is an ANU-wide platform for
research and collaboration with Europe, with strong links to government and industry. ANUCES
focuses the talents of hundreds of researchers, teachers and students on a single site, and
proudly promotes interdisciplinary dialogue. It delivers research, education and outreach with
the support of the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union.
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